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An out-of-this-world exploration of the 1969 Moon landing from children’s science expert
Seymour Simon! This nonfiction picture book is an excellent choice to share during
homeschooling, in particular for children ages 6 to 8. It’s a fun way to learn to read and as a
supplement for activity books for children.In July of 1969, NASA sent the Apollo 11 spacecraft to
the Moon. Inside were three people: Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins. They
went into lunar orbit a few days later. More than a hundred hours after launch, the word came
back: “The Eagle has landed!”In this exciting account of the famous 1969 Moon landing, award-
winning science writer Seymour Simon tells the story of the Space Race between the US and
the Soviet Union; recalls how families across the world sat captivated in front of their TVs to
witness humankind’s first steps beyond Earth; and explains much of the science and technology
that got our astronauts to the Moon on that remarkable day.Perfect for young scholars’ school
reports, Destination: Moon features clear text, vibrantly colored pages, engaging sidebars, and
stunning full-color photographs. This book includes an author's note, a glossary, a timeline, and
an index and supports the Common Core State Standards.



THE MOON CHALLENGEOn September 12, 1962, US president John F. Kennedy delivered a
stirring speech to thousands of spectators at the football stadium at Rice University in Houston,
Texas. Here is part of what he said:We choose to go to the Moon . . . not because [it is] easy, but
because [it is] hard. . . . I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before
this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the earth. No single
space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-
range exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish. Kennedy’s
speech propelled the United States into a space race withthe Soviet Union to be the first country
to land a man on the Moon.NASAThe National Aeronautics and SpaceAdministration was
formed from NACA(National Advisory Committee forAeronautics, 1915) and other
smaller,related organizations. It wasbrought into being in 1958by an act of Congress andhas a
long tradition ofpushing frontiers of airand space exploration.NASA took us to theMoon. The
driving forcesbehind the creation of NASAwere the launch of the Soviet Union’s firstSATELLITE,
Sputnik, on October 4, 1957,and the resulting Space Race between thetwo countries.THE
MOON CHALLENGEOn September 12, 1962, US president John F. Kennedy delivered a stirring
speech to thousands of spectators at the football stadium at Rice University in Houston, Texas.
Here is part of what he said:We choose to go to the Moon . . . not because [it is] easy, but
because [it is] hard. . . . I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before
this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the earth. No single
space project in this period will be more impressive to mankind, or more important for the long-
range exploration of space; and none will be so difficult or expensive to accomplish. Kennedy’s
speech propelled the United States into a space race withthe Soviet Union to be the first country
to land a man on the Moon.NASAThe National Aeronautics and SpaceAdministration was
formed from NACA(National Advisory Committee forAeronautics, 1915) and other
smaller,related organizations. It wasbrought into being in 1958by an act of Congress andhas a
long tradition ofpushing frontiers of airand space exploration.NASA took us to theMoon. The
driving forcesbehind the creation of NASAwere the launch of the Soviet Union’s firstSATELLITE,
Sputnik, on October 4, 1957,and the resulting Space Race between thetwo countries.

THE SPACE PROGRAMThe program to put men on the Moon cost about twenty billion dollars.
In today’s terms, that cost would be well over a hundred billion dollars. It was very expensive to
go to the Moon, but we have learned much about the Moon and our solar system as well as
many other things from the space program. Advances such as artificial limbs, LED lights, and
freeze-dried foods were some of the results of the science inventions brought about by our
space program. The trip to the Moon was not only expensive but also very hard to accomplish.
Still, only seven years after President Kennedy’s speech, astronauts landed on the Moon and
proclaimed a victory not just for America but for all humankind.WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUTTHE
MOON?For scientists, the Moon is something like a history book of Earth and the other planets
in our solar system. It allows us to look back at how the solar system was formed and what went



on billions of years ago when the planets and their moons formed.LOOK UP AT THE MOONAll
the black areas you see on the Moon are made up of a kind of rock also commonly found on
Earth called basalt. Basalt on Earth comes from volcanic eruption. It tells us that the Moon had
volcanic eruptions long ago. These eruptions brought basalt rocks to the surface and lava
flooded large areas with deep basins. By studying them, we learn about the history of the Moon
and Earth’s own history.THE SPACE PROGRAMThe program to put men on the Moon cost
about twenty billion dollars. In today’s terms, that cost would be well over a hundred billion
dollars. It was very expensive to go to the Moon, but we have learned much about the Moon and
our solar system as well as many other things from the space program. Advances such as
artificial limbs, LED lights, and freeze-dried foods were some of the results of the science
inventions brought about by our space program. The trip to the Moon was not only expensive
but also very hard to accomplish. Still, only seven years after President Kennedy’s speech,
astronauts landed on the Moon and proclaimed a victory not just for America but for all
humankind.WHAT’S SPECIAL ABOUTTHE MOON?For scientists, the Moon is something like a
history book of Earth and the other planets in our solar system. It allows us to look back at how
the solar system was formed and what went on billions of years ago when the planets and their
moons formed.LOOK UP AT THE MOONAll the black areas you see on the Moon are made up
of a kind of rock also commonly found on Earth called basalt. Basalt on Earth comes from
volcanic eruption. It tells us that the Moon had volcanic eruptions long ago. These eruptions
brought basalt rocks to the surface and lava flooded large areas with deep basins. By studying
them, we learn about the history of the Moon and Earth’s own history.

HOW FAR AWAY IS THE MOON?Even though the Moon is a bit more than a quarter-million
miles away, it is still the closest body to us in space by far. The Sun, for comparison, is about
ninety-three million miles away; that’s more than 350 times farther away than the Moon from
Earth. The average distance from Earth to the Moon is about 238,855 miles. The closest the
Moon comes in its orbit around Earth is about 225,700 miles.The farthest distance is about
252,000 miles. In other words, going to the Moon is about ten times as far as going around
Earth’s equator, which is about 24,900 miles. We still have rock samples in our laboratories
brought back from the Moon by the Apollo missions. We also have the Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiter (LRO) mission now in orbit around the Moon only about thirty miles above the
surface.HOW BIG IS THE MOON?The Moon has a diameter of 2,159 miles,which is a little more
than a quarter thediameter of Earth but bigger than thediameter of the dwarf planet Pluto.
Fourother moons in our solar system, includingtwo of Jupiter’s moons, are even largerthan
Earth’s Moon.WHAT IS THE MOON MADE OF?The Moon is rocky, much like the first
fourplanets from the Sun: Mercury, Venus,Earth, and Mars. The Moon is pockmarkedwith
CRATERS formed by rocky asteroidscrashing into the surface. The reasonthat Earth’s surface is
not covered bycraters is that most METEORS burn up inthe ATMOSPHERE before they hit
Earth’ssurface, whereas the Moon has little or noatmosphere and is not similarly protected.The



Moon is the second brightest object in the sky after the Sun. The time it takes for theMoon to go
from one full moon to the next is about one calendar month or, more exactly,27.3 days. We see
either the full moon, no moon (new moon), or a phase of the moonbecause the Moon reflects
sunlight. How much of the Moon we see depends upon itsposition in relation to Earth and the
Sun.Jupiter’s largest Moons: Io, Europa,Ganymede, and CallistoHOW FAR AWAY IS THE
MOON?Even though the Moon is a bit more than a quarter-million miles away, it is still the
closest body to us in space by far. The Sun, for comparison, is about ninety-three million miles
away; that’s more than 350 times farther away than the Moon from Earth. The average distance
from Earth to the Moon is about 238,855 miles. The closest the Moon comes in its orbit around
Earth is about 225,700 miles.The farthest distance is about 252,000 miles. In other words, going
to the Moon is about ten times as far as going around Earth’s equator, which is about 24,900
miles. We still have rock samples in our laboratories brought back from the Moon by the Apollo
missions. We also have the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) mission now in orbit around
the Moon only about thirty miles above the surface.HOW BIG IS THE MOON?The Moon has a
diameter of 2,159 miles,which is a little more than a quarter thediameter of Earth but bigger than
thediameter of the dwarf planet Pluto. Fourother moons in our solar system, includingtwo of
Jupiter’s moons, are even largerthan Earth’s Moon.WHAT IS THE MOON MADE OF?The Moon
is rocky, much like the first fourplanets from the Sun: Mercury, Venus,Earth, and Mars. The Moon
is pockmarkedwith CRATERS formed by rocky asteroidscrashing into the surface. The
reasonthat Earth’s surface is not covered bycraters is that most METEORS burn up inthe
ATMOSPHERE before they hit Earth’ssurface, whereas the Moon has little or noatmosphere and
is not similarly protected.The Moon is the second brightest object in the sky after the Sun. The
time it takes for theMoon to go from one full moon to the next is about one calendar month or,
more exactly,27.3 days. We see either the full moon, no moon (new moon), or a phase of the
moonbecause the Moon reflects sunlight. How much of the Moon we see depends upon
itsposition in relation to Earth and the Sun.Jupiter’s largest Moons: Io, Europa,Ganymede, and
Callisto
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Horses: Revised Edition, Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau, Wildfires, Animals Nobody
Loves, Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 (Richard Jackson Books (Atheneum Hardcover)),
Dinosaurs: Fact and Fable, Tornadoes: Revised Edition, Shark Lady: The True Story of How
Eugenie Clark Became the Ocean's Most Fearless Scientist, Jan Brett's The Nutcracker, Go for
the Moon: A Rocket, a Boy, and the First Moon Landing, Sun! One in a Billion (Our Universe
Book 2)

The book by Seymour Simon has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 15 people have provided feedback.
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